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VIEWS ON LABOR BILL 
PRESENTED TO COMMITTEE 


Rigid Hour Restrictioris in Processing of Perish- 
ables Is Held Impracticable 


Amendment of the Labor Bill (H. R. 7200) upon which a 
Joint Committee consisting of the House and Senate Labor 
Committees has been conducting hearings has been requested 
in a memorandum filed with the Committee. The amend- 
ments requested are based upon views developed at a meet- 
ing of the Legislative Committee and Administrative Council 
of the National Canners Association and representatives of 
State and regional canners associations, held at Washington 
on June 10th and 11th. 


This meeting took no action with respect to the bill as a 
whole, but wpon study and analysis of its provisions agreed 
unanimously that if this, or a similar bill, is passed, it should 
embody these amendments. The most important of the 
amendments presented are those relating to the hours of 
employment on perishable products. 


Working Hours on Perishable Products 


The bill as introduced specifies an “oppressive work week” 
as being a week longer than the maximum number of hours 
to be determined by Congress, and the Labor Standards 
Board is authorized by Section 4(b) to determine in what 
industries such an oppressive work week prevails and to 
order the application of the maximum week provision to 
such industries just as fast as it can without unreasonably 
curtailing the earning power of the employees in such em- 
ployment. Likewise, the Board is authorized by Section 
5(b) to establish reasonable work weeks for any employees 
where it believes that “owing to the inadequacy or ineffec- 
tiveness of facilities for collective bargaining” hours of em- 
ployment longer than a maximum reasonable work week are 
maintained, 


The purpose of the amendments presented to the Joint 
Committee is to prevent the application of rigid daily or 
weekly restrictions on necessary hours for the processing or 
packing of perishable agricultural or fishery products dur- 
ing the harvesting or catching season which would result in 
restricting the production or marketing of farm or fishery 
products and in reducing the returns to farmers and pro- 
ducers. They provide that the provisions of Sections 4(b) 
and 5(b) “shall not apply to employees engaged in process- 
ing or packing perishable agricultural or fishery products 
during the harvesting or catching seasons.” The proposed 
amendments would in no way affect the application to such 
employees of the provisions of the bill in respect to minimum 
or reasonable wages, the prohibition of child labor, or the 
prohibition of oppressive labor practices. Nor would they 
in any way affect the application of the hours provisions to 
non-perishable, non-seasonal agricultural or fishery products. 


Throughout the consideration during the past five years of 
proposed legislation regulating hours and wages, it has 
always been recognized that the flow of raw commodities in 
the processing of perishable agricultural and fishery products 
is wholly dependent upon crop sequence, rainfall, tempera- 
ture, humidity, wind, tide, and other climatic or natural con- 
ditions beyond the control of either the farmer, the fisher- 
man, or the person engaged in packing such perishable com- 
modities. Because the commodity is highly perishable means 
that holding it will result in loss or deterioration and in loss 
to the farmer or other producer. Abundant testimony de- 
tailing in full the character of operations upon perishable 
agricultural commodities, such as peas, tomatoes, sweet corn, 
green and wax beans, peaches, berries, etc., and upon perish- 
able sea foods, such as salmon, sardines, mackerel, etc., was 
presented by the canning industry during the 73d Congress 
to the Committees on Labor. (Hearings before House Com- 
mittee on Labor on S. 158 and H. R. 4557, 73d Congress, Ist 
Session, pp. 34, 51, 432, 445.) When in 1933 the Senate 
passed the Black Thirty Hour Bill, S. 158, it was provided: 


“That this section shall not apply to commodities which 
a cannery or manufacturing plant produces by cannin 

reparing for marketing or commerce fish, sea food, 
fruits, or vegetables of a perishable character.” 


Similar provision was made in the bill as reported to the 
House of Representatives. 

During the period of the N. R. A., comprehensive investi- 
gations were made of this necessity for protecting the farm- 
ers producing such perishable agricultural commodities, 
sometimes known as “specialty crops.” The various appli- 
cable codes invariably permitted employment during the 
hours 

“necessary to the handling and/or packing of perishable 
products during the packing season for such products, 
when the physical conditions of the perishable product, 
crop sequence, temperature, humidity, climatic or other 
circumstances beyond the control of the employer nn 
result in loss or deterioration, or loss to Se goed 

of raw commodities.” 


Other Amendments Proposed 


Other amendments presented are those which, it is be- 
lieved, will facilitate the functioning of the Labor Standards 
Board set up in the Act and to remedy a number of inadver- 
tent discriminations. 

-In Section 13 provision is made for hearings on labor 
standards orders which “shall be held at such time and place 
as the Board shall prescribe, on the Board's own motion or 
on the complaint of any labor organization or any person 
having a bona fide interest (as defined by the Board).” The 
section as drafted does not provide that a hearing shall be 
held at the request of any representative trade or business 
association, and it is requested that the bill be so amended 
that, in addition to persons having a specific interest, the 
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Board should hold hearings at the request of either an em- 
ployee organization or an employer organization. 

Section 25 providing for court review of orders specifies 
that the review by the court shall be limited to questions of 
law, “and findings of fact by the Board when supported by 
evidence shall be conclusive unless it shall appear that the 
findings of the Board are arbitrary or capricious.” Inas- 
much as the findings of fact by the Board are made con- 
clusive upon review in court, an amendment is requested 
which will provide that the evidence upon which the Board 
makes its findings shall be presented at a public hearing. 


For the purpose of issuing labor-standard orders the 
Board is authorized to classify employers, employees and 
employments according to localities, population of communi- 
ties, number of employees employed, the nature and volume 
of goods produced, and other related differentiating circum- 
stances. The amendment requested eliminates “number of 
employees” and “volume” of goods as a basis for classifica- 
tion on the ground that to permit the Board to consider the 
number of employees employed in a particular factory or 
the relative volume of goods produced in such factory would 
authorize it to make industrial adjustments unrelated to the 
purposes of the bill and would probably throw grave con- 
stitutional doubts upon the validity of the orders. 

Section 2(13) of the bill gives the Chief of the Children's 
Bureau of the Department of Labor power to declare by 
order or regulation what constitutes a hazardous occupation 
for children between 16 and 18 years of age. The amend- 
ment requested would provide that such order or regula- 
tion could be made after a hearing, on the ground that the 
determination of what constitutes a particular hazardous oc- 
cupation should be made only after a public hearing at which 
all interested parties are permitted to present information 
for the consideration of the administrative officer making 
such determination. This would not only lend support to 
the order but prevent abuse through individual exceptions 
and arbitrary changes informally allowed without hearing. 


Under Section 17 the Board is given wide and virtually 
unlimited powers of investigation, and every employer is re- 
quired to afford access to its representatives, to furnish 
information, etc. Section 18 permits the Board to make such 
investigations through the Secretary of Labor, and the amend- 
ment requested would eliminate the further provision by 
which the Secretary of Labor could in turn delegate these 
powers to any State or local agency. This provision, it is 
held, would permit too many abuses. A great many “local 
agencies,” serving without compensation, afford a cloak for 
various interested individuals and groups to obtain their own 
ends. If the full power of the Federal Government is to be 
delegated and sub-delegated to such voluntary local agen- 
cies, the possibilities of abuse of the unlimited investigatory 
powers of the Board will be very great. The history of the 
N. R. A. lends support to these apprehensions and to the 
view that only an authorized, sworn employee of the Federal 
Government should exercise the police powers of the Fed- 
eral Government. There should be no possibility of wide 
and haphazard delegation to voluntary agencies. 

Section 12 sets out the provisions governing labor-standard 
orders, providing among other things that they shall be made 
only after hearing and publication. By the provisions of 
Section 19, however, the Board is given authority to make, 
issue, amend, and rescind such regulations and orders as it 


may deem necessary or appropriate to carry out the provi- 
sions of the Act. The amendment requested would eliminate 
this general authority with respect to the making, issuance, 
etc. of “orders,” on the ground that the power to issue orders 
affecting particular individuals should be surrounded with 
the safeguards provided in Section 12. 


In Section 17(b) the Board is given power to require that 
goods subject to the Act shall be labeled so that information 
deemed by the Board necessary or appropriate to aid in the 
enforcement of any provision of the Act may be readily ascer- 
tained. In Section 19 this power is repeated in more general 
terms. The amendment requested would limit this power, 
as in Section 17(b), so that the power to require labeling 
of products would be no broader than is necessary for the 
purposes of the Act. 


CANNING CROP PROSPECTS 


Condition on June Ist as Reported by Agricultural 
Economics Bureau 


The following State summaries of certain truck crops for 
commercial manufacture were compiled from canners’ re- 
ports to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, on or about 
June 1, These summaries show, for peas, the June 1 con- 
dition of the crop as a per cent of normal; for other crops 
which are less advanced in growth, they show general prog- 
ress of growth, soil and weather conditions as of June 1. No 
allowance was made for growing conditions since June 1. 


Green Peas for Manufacture 


The condition of green peas for manufacture on June Ist 
as compared with the corresponding date last year is shown 
in the following table: 
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difficulties during the last half of May. Rains were exces- 
sive. The turn to warm, drying weather the last few days 
of May proved a timely aid and farmers were making a 
determined effort to get their contracted acreage planted. 
The season, however, is now two or three weeks late. 


New York, Pennsylvania, Néw Jersey: Growers of canning 
crops in New York State were further delayed in planting 
by rains and they are nearly two weeks late with their work. 
Some green pea seed is being returned to canners on account 
of inability to get the full contracted acreage planted. Ger- 
mination of early plantings was fair to g and, with rising 
temperatures and abundant sunshine near June 1, conditions 
became favorable for rapid’ growth. Soil is amply supplied 
with moisture and the transplanting of tomatoes into fields 
is progressing under Lanois conditions. Supplies of cab- 
bage seedlings are growing in the seed-beds but setting into 
fields has not commenced. Preparations for other canning 
crops are progressing. 

Pennsylvania growers have had very favorable weather. 
Important areas for canning crop production, located near 
the southeastern part of the State, and in New Jersey, now 
need additional rains to maintain adequate soil moisture. 
Green peas for canning have responded to the higher tem- 
peratures since mid-May and are growing rapidly. Root 
growth is good and vines have & color. Early planted 
snap beans are growing nicely although some growers report 
loss from seed rotting in the ground. The Mexican bean 
beetle is active in many localities. Planting of sweet corn 
continues and transplanting tomatoes into fields is in prog- 
ress. Ground is being prepared for lima beans. 

Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, (Eastern Shore): Soil mois- 
ture has been replenished by adequate rains and, with higher 
temperatures, crops have grown rapidly. By June 1, the 
canning peas were reaching maturity, but there is a wide 
range in conditions for this crop in Delaware and the Eastern 
Shore. Aphis have done extensive damage to the crop in 
the southern portion of the Eastern Shore and some acreage 
was abandoned. Canners who had escaped the most serious 
aphis injury were cutting the crop slightly before prime 
maturity to minimize their losses. In western Maryland, pods 
were forming around June 1 and the crop was making good 
progress. Rains and cooler weather were curtailing aphis 
activity, 

Considerable complaint about the vitality of southern- 
grown tomato plants has been reported by some growers. 
Soil conditions in the Eastern Shore were favorable for the 
new-set plants and, with higher temperatures, most of the 
plants were growing sturdily and are of good color. Sweet 
corn has aaninaal well and snap beans are growing satis- 
factorily. Preparation for other canning crops is in prog- 
ress, 

Arkansas, Missouri: Temperatures in the Ozarks have been 
above normal. Depletion of moisture from surface soil has 
resulted from the warm weather but with adequate subsoil 
moisture, the situation has not become serious for the im- 
portant canning vegetables. The condition of snap beans is 
satisfactory where germination was good. Some patches are 
irregular on account of r germination. The setting of 
tomato plants in the fields is progressing and an adequate 
supply of plants is available. e wing condition of 
tomatoes is generally favorable. A few local fields have 
sv Tered from cut worms and local hail damage. 

Vississippi, Kentucky, Tennessee: Weather is warmer and 
general rains are needed. Transplanting tomatoes to the 
fields is about completed. This is about two weeks later 
than usual. Some snap beans grown in Mississippi are being 
harvested and utilized by canners although yields have been 
curtailed by dry weather. Condition of peas in 
Tennessee is satisfactory. 


Ohio, Indiana: Soil and weather conditions are good for 

rowth of canning crops. The season is still somewhat late 

ough. Green peas are growing rapidly. Sweet corn has 
germinated well. Transplanting tomatoes to the fields is in 
progress. few growers report some injury from cut 
worms, Cabbage plants are growing well in seed-beds and 
in fields where they have been transplanted. 

Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin: The last few days of May 
were marked by a noticeable rise in temperatures, ending a 
cold wet spell in this group of States. Scattered showers 
maintained good moisture conditions and canning crops were 

wing satisfactorily, The development of green peas has 
n retarded about ten days. Small and scattered outbreaks 
of aphis were reported, mostly in Michigan. Sweet corn has 
germinated fairly well in Illinois and some growers are cul- 
tivating, but in Michigan and Wisconsin planting is in prog- 
ress ost cabbage plants are in seed-beds although a few 
a fields have been planted in Wisconsin and Illinois. 
 aooagaa are being prepared for beets, lima beans and snap 
8. 

lowa, Minnesota, Nebraska: Abundant rains over this 
group of States and warm weather provided excellent grow- 
ing conditions for cabbage, green peas, sweet corn and toma- 
toes for commercial manufacture. Germination of early 
planted sweet corn was moderately good and growers are 
planting late varieties under favorable conditions. A few 
tomatoes have been set into the fields in Iowa. 


Colorado, Montana, Utah: Generally favorable growi 
conditions continued in the Rocky Mountain States through 
the last two weeks of May. Canning peas were in good con- 
dition and earliest fields were blooming by June 1. Montana 
growers were completing planting with soil moisture some- 
what needed. Snap beans were planted and most growers 
» arene and Utah had completed setting tomatoes into 
e fields. 


Oregon, Washington: Season for all canning crops is late 
but growing crops are in good condition. Alt wah eute 
soil in eastern Oregon and Washington is dry, green peas 
have developed a good root system and are growing vigor- 
ously. This crop is not as far advanced in the western part 
of these two States. Planting of other crops is nearing com- 

letion. No serious infestation of aphis or other pests has 

n reported. 


Temperature and Rainfall Records 


The following table gives the average temperature and 
total rainfall for the principal pea-growing districts for 
each of the last two weeks, as shown by the U. S. Weather 
Bureau reports for selected stations in these districts: 
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June 15, 1937 
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CANNING PEA ACREAGE 


Anticipated Harvested Acreage for 1937 Compared 
with Plantings in 1936 


The following figures on pea acreage for 1937 as compared 
with the 1936 planted acreage do not include acreage of 
peas planted for freezing nor for seed. They represent for 
1937 the anticipated acreage for harvest. In other words, it 
is the 1937 planted acreage from which has been deducted 
the acreage abandoned to date. The figures were compiled 
by the Association's Division of Statistics. 


Reported, 1937 

Total 
State planted 

Alaskas Sweets Total 1936 

Acres Acres Acres Acres 
2,545 2,545 2,250 
ae 367 22,873 28,215 ,600 
Maryland............ 17,278 740) «618,018 
Dela, and N. J........ 3,288 12 3,300 3,200 
Pennsylvania......... 3,273 1,890 5,563 4,850 
, 720 1,235 4,955 4,200 
eee 7,325 1,300 8,625 8,000 
5,861 8,454 14,815 18,600 
5,650 8,250 13,900 15,300 
46,572 42,879 101,569 120,000 
Minnesota........... 8,770 16,553 25,323 22,800 
2,280 2,280 2,520 
Ra 900 3,363 4,263 4,190 
Idaho and Utah...... 130 14,890 16,020 14,426 
Wash. and Ore....... 4,286 41,668 45,954 ,000 
Other States......... 8,180 3,069 11,649 14,414 
ee 122,200 169,401 306,994 331,350 


* The totals for certain states include acreage of firms not re- 

, estimated as equal to the acreage planted by these firms 
ag as follows: New York, 975 acres Sweets; Pennsylvania, 
400 acres Alaskas; Illinois, 250 acres Alaskas and 250 acres 
Sweets; Wisconsin, 8,550 acres Alaskas, 3,568 acres Sweets; Idaho 
and Utah, 1,000 acres Sweets; Other States, 400 acres Sweets. 


Acreage of Pimientos for Manufacture 


The 1937 preliminary estimate of acreage planted to 
pimientos for manufacture, based on reports to the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics by canners in California and 
Georgia, is 12,730 acres. This compares with 12,190 acres 
planted in 1936 and the record planting of 13,760 acres in 
1935. Of the acreage in 1937, 1,130 acres are in California 
and 11,600 acres in Georgia. Drought conditions early in 
June were impeding the setting of plants in some parts of 
Georgia. 


CONTROL OF PEA APHID 


This Year’s Experience Demonstrates Necessity of 
Adequate Equipment 


The Raw Products Bureau is receiving numerous inquiries 
in regard to pea aphid. Interest centers on methods and 
materials for control, and on results secured in those regions 
where the aphid has already appeared and where efforts to 
control it have been made. 


In discussion of aphid control at the Raw Products con- 
ference during the convention and in recommendations of 


disinterested entomologists subsequently sent out by the Asso- 
ciation, four available methods for combatting pea aphids 
were brought to the attention of canners. These were derris 
or cube spray, derris or cube dusts, nicotine dust, and nicotine 
vaporized by heat of motor exhaust, the equipment for the 
latter method being known as the Vapo-Fumer. 


Success in the use of any method depends upon suitable 
equipment and thorough application. The importance of this 
statement cannot be over emphasized and the reasons for 
the lack of complete success in controlling aphid are sug- 
gested by the comment of a trained observer experienced in 
aphid control work, who studied results secured in the eastern 
States early in the season. This comment was as follows: 


“Many of the fields which were observed had been treated 
too late for best results. However, uniformly good results 
were not secured in all fields which were treated at about 
the proper time. Almost without exception, the equipment 
for the application of sprays and dusts was inadequate. The 
nozzles and booms of the dusters were not properly boxed in, 
and the trailers or curtains were not adequate. The sprayers 
did not have sufficient capacity for an application of 150 or 
more gallons to the acre. use of the unevenness in the 
ground surface and variations in the height of the vines, it 
was difficult to adjust the spray boom properly: At times the 
nozzles would be too high and the spray would be blown away 
by the breeze, and at times the nozzles would be so low that 
the tips of the plants received no spray. 


The recommendations for aphid control in 1937 based on 
both experimental data and practical field experience in 
1936 and released in January are as follows: 


(1) Nicotine Dusting.—For satisfactory results with nico- 
tine dusting, it is necessary to use a trailer 100 feet long, made 
of gas-proofed material. Boom and nozzles should be entirely 
enclosed. The dust should contain approximately 4 per cent 
actual nicotine. The following formula is suggested for those 
using a self mixing duster: hydrated lime 50 pounds, mono- 
hydrated copper sulfate 5 pounds, 40 per cent nicotine sulfate 
2 quarts. 

Approximately 50 pounds of dust should be applied per 
acre. The speed of tractor or truck should be approximately 
100 feet per minute. 

(2) Dusting with Derris or Cube.—Preliminary experi- 
ments with these materials, with a carrier such as talc, con- 
ditioned with a spreader and wetting agent, have given satis- 
factory control. Their use is suggested only on an experi- 
mental basis. Such dust should contain approximately 1 per 
cent rotenone. 

(3) Nicotine Vaporizer.—Results secured in 1936 indicate 
that this method of control is very promising and may well 
be tried on moderate acreages. 

(4) Spraying with Derris or Cube.—On the basis of ground 
derris or cube root containing 4 per cent rotenone, 3 pounds 
should be used per 100 gallons of water. Corresponding dilu- 
tions should be used with derris or cube containing more or 
less than 4 per cent rotenone. A spreader and wetting agent 
is necessary. The application per acre should be from 150 
to 200 gallons. Pressure should be not less than 300 pounds. 
For information regarding spreading and wetting agents, 
consult your Experiment Station entomologist or the Bureau 
of Entomology and Plant Quarantine, United States Depart 
ment of Agriculture. 

With any of the above methods of pea aphid control good 
results cannot be obtained unless the equipment is adequate. 
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CONGRESS SUMMARY 


earings Labo la I 
Death of -- + 


The week in Congress opened with the submission to the 
Senate on June 14th of the adverse Committee report on the 
President's plan for reorganization of the Federal Judiciary. 
The report, Senate Report 711, was signed by 10 of the 18 
members of the Judiciary Committee. 

On the following day the House bill (H. R. 6215), which 
would repeal the provisions of the income tax law requiring 
lists of compensation paid to corporation officers and em- 
ployes receiving $15,000 a year and more to be made public, 
was favorably reported to the Senate by the Finance Com- 
mittee. In recommending the passage of the bill the Com- 
mittee stated that it is felt that sufficient information re- 
specting such compensation can be obtained under the 
Securities and Exchange Act. 


With one amendment, which would reduce the extension 
of the so-called nuisance taxes to one year, the same Com- 
mittee also reported favorably the House resolution 375. 
As passed by the House, the measure would have extended 
the taxes and the present postage rates for a period of two 
years. 

The Joint Labor Committee continued the hearings on the 
Administration’s labor bill (S. 2475-H. R. 7200) through 
June 14th and 15th, and out of respect for the memory of 
Chairman Connery of the House Labor Committee, who died 
the evening of June 15th, the Committee postponed further 
hearings until June 21st. 

Much of the Senate’s time was passed during the week in 
debate over the relief appropriation bill. A committee 
amendment which would require state or local governments 
to contribute 40 per cent toward work relief projects oc- 
casioned the discussion. On the House side various District 
of Columbia revenue proposals designed to raise funds to 
bridge a $6,000,000 deficit kept the Representatives busy. 

The House Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries 
has scheduled for June 29th an open hearing on Chairman 
Bland’s proposal (H. R. 6037 and H. R. 7309) to establish 
a Federal loan agency for fishery cooperatives and a co- 
operative marketing section within the Bureau of Fisheries. 

Crop insurance, farm tenancy, and general farm legisla- 
tion oceupied the attention of the House Agriculture Com- 
mittee during the week. No action was reported by the 
Committee other than the introduction on Thursday of a 
new farm tenancy bill (H. R. 7562). 


This latest draft which cuts the appropriation from those 
authorized in the bill that had been reported to House some 
time ago, would permit appropriations of $10,000,000 in 
1938, $25,000,000 in 1939, and $50,000,000 in 1940 for the 
purchase and sale or lease to farmers of farm homes. The 
bill removes all direct appropriations for rehabilitation pur- 
poses but would permit the President by executive order to 
direct any available funds to such uses. The bill would not 
allow the Resettlement Administration to start any new pro- 
jects. The third part of the bill, which deals with the retire- 
ment of sub-marginal land, would authorize appropriations 
totaling $50,000,000 over a three-year period. 

Earlier in the week the Senate Agricultural Committee had 
reported in amended form the original Bankhead companion 


to the House farm bill. The Senate bill would 
appropriate $10,000,000 in 1938, $25,000,000 in 1939 and 
$50,000,000 in 1940 and thereafter for the purchase and sale 
or lease of farm homes. 


Representative Thomas of New Jersey introduced a resolu- 
tion (H. J. Res. 409) on June 14th to request the Treasury 
Department to study, survey, and report to Congress the 
various State and Federal taxes paid by the manufacturers 
and processors of all major food products. The Department 
would also be requested to embody in the report specific 
drafts of legislation which would require all persons engaged 
in the business of selling major food commodities to place 
on the label @ statement of the amount of taxes which have 
been assessed in the course of the manufacturing or process- 
ing of such commodities. 


President of Tri-State Packers Dies 


Levi L. Maloney, President of the Justright Packing Co. of 
Townsend, Delaware, and President of the Tri-State Packers 
Association, died at his home in Townsend on Saturday morn- 
ing, June 12th, at the age of sixty. He was stricken with 
paralysis on Sunday, June 6th. Funeral services were held 
at Townsend on June 14th. Besides his interest in canning, 
Mr. Maloney was prominent in banking and public affairs, 
representing his district in the Delaware State Senate. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economica, Department of Agriculture 


Week ending— Season total to— 
June 12 June 12 June 5 June 12 June 12 
1936 1937 1937 1936 


VEGETABLES 
Beans, snapandlima 299 184 282 7,027 7,571 
See 1,811 1,629 1,258 14,036 14,501 
Green peas......... 122 161 372 4,130 3,677 
Spinach... 2 l 0 7,400 8,101 


1 1,845 1,727 
Faurrs 

Citrus, domestic.... 2,749 2,232 2,152 101,816 115,663 

ee 17 18 610 219 

Others, domestic.... 1,289 662 719 9,850 8,670 


Copies of Radio Talk Available 


Mimeographed copies of the radio talk on canning and 
preserving broadcasted over the coast-to-coast hookup of the 
Columbia Broadcasting System Saturday afternoon, June 
19th, may be obtained upon application to Harry R. Daniel, 
Chief of the Division of Public Information, Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C. 


5283 
| 
n 
n 
le 
y 
it 
“ 
le 
ly 
n- 
ri ing directly.... 3,235 2,513 3,064 108,166 108,101 
er Imports competing— 
te 
‘ll 
id 
ds 
us 
or 
nt 
50 
1s. 
ts, 
au 
rt- 
od 
te. 


5284 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Indexes Relating to Sale of Canned Foods 


The following indexes taken from the published reports 
of the Bureau of Labor Statistics indicate the recent changes 
in wholesale and retail prices. For retail prices they are 
based on the average for 1923-25 as 100 per cent, while for 
wholesale prices 1926 is taken as 100 per cent. 

Wholesale prices 


June 5, May 29, June 6, June 8, June 9, 
1937 1937 1936 1935 1934 


All commodities.. 87.1 87.4 78.4 79.9 73.8 
84.8 84.9 78.7 83.7 67.6 
Retail prices 
May 18, April 13, May 19, May 15 
1937 1936 1933" 
86.5 85.6 79.9 62.5 


Fresh fruits and vegetables. 83.0 79.5 69.9 59.5 
Canned fruits and vegetables 83.2 82.8 78.2 66.0 


HAWAII LAW APPROVED 


Florida and Missouri Also Adopt Unemployment 
Compensation Statutes 


On June 14, 1937, the Social Security Board announced 
its approval of the recently-enacted Hawaii unemployment 
compensation statute. This new law, which will be appli- 
cable to Hawaiian canners, covers every employer of one 
or more persons during 20 weeks of the year. The taxes are 
imposed at the rate of 1.8 per cent of the wages payable 
during 1937, and 2.7 in 1938 and subsequent years. A 
pooled fund is established, and although the Act contains 
no provisions for merit rating, it directs that a study be made 
of the desirability of establishing merit rating in the future. 
No employee contributions are required. 

Approval of the Hawaiian statute by the Social Security 
Board means that taxes paid under it may now be credited 
against the Federal unemployment compensation taxes im- 
posed by Title IX of the Social Security Act. 


In addition, the States of Florida and Missouri have also 
adopted unemployment compensation statutes, although at 
the time of this writing the Missouri statute has not yet been 
approved by the Governor. Both of these laws apply to all 
employers of 8 or more persons for twenty weeks, and levy 
taxes at the rate of 1.8 per cent of wages for 1937 and 2.7 
for 1938 and subsequent years. Beginning in 1942 in the 
case of Missouri, and 1943 in Florida, future rates will be 
based on benefit experience. Each statute establishes a 
pooled fund with separate employer accounts for merit rat- 
ing purposes only. No employee contributions are required 
under either statute. 

Illinois is the only remaining State which has not as yet 
adopted an unemployment compensation statute, and the 
Illinois legislature now has such a bill under consideration. 


TRUCK CROP PROSPECTS 


Supplies for Shi pnt Dues June Are Greater 
Than t Year 


Production of commercial truck crops available for ship- 
ment during June (excluding early Irish potatoes and straw- 
berries) is expected to be about 11 per cent larger than the 


1936 production but less than 1 per cent above average. This 
production includes some quantities which will be taken for 
manufacture and cold pack. There appears to be increases 
over 1936 in lima and snap beans, beets, cabbage, canta- 
loups, carrots, cucumbers, peas and watermelons while sup- 
plies of asparagus, celery, eggplant, lettuce, peppers and 
tomatoes are below those of a year ago. 


The following statements briefly review the current re- 
leases on the acreage and production of certain commercial 
truck crops as estimated by the Crop Reporting Board. 


Lima Beans: A production of 90,000 bushels of lima beans 
is forecast for North Carolina. This is 29 per cent larger 
than last year’s production of 70,000 bushels. A 10 per cent 
increase in acreage is reported for the three States, Maryland, 
New Jersey and Virginia, Eastern Shore. This means 5,500 
acres of lima this year compared with 5,000 acres 
planted in 1936, 


Snap Beans: Production of snap beans for the second sec- 
tion of intermediate States (Delaware, Illinois, Maryland, 
New Jersey) is forecast at 1,289,000 bushels, an increase 
of 4 per cent above the 1,245,000 bushels harvested in 1936, 
and 13 per cent above the 5-year (1928-32) average of 1,138,- 
000 bushels. 


Cabbage: The forecast of eg for the intermediate 
group of States (Arkansas, Illinois, lowa, Kentucky, Mary- 
land, Missouri, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York-Long 
Island, North Carolina-west, Ohio-southeast, Tennessee, Vir- 
ginia-southwest, and Washington) is 42 per cent above the 
1936 production and 44 per cent above the 5-year (1928-32) 
average, or 227,200 tons in 1937, compared with 160,400 tons 
in 1936, and the 5-year (1928-32) average of 157,700 tons. 
Weather conditions have been almost ideal in most sections 
since the middle of May for the development of this crop. 
In addition to the important cabbage producing States now 
shipping (Tennessee and Virginia), new supplies of cabbage 
may be expected the latter part of June from Ohio-southeast, 
eastern Maryland and Illinois. These sections will be fol- 
lowed in July by supplies from New Jersey, New York-Long 
Island, Colorado and Iowa. 


Green Peas: The acreage of peas in the first section of 
late States (Colorado, Idaho, New York, Oregon and Wash- 
ington) is reported at 28,640 acres, an increase of 2,940 or 
11 per cent over the 25,700 acres harvested in 1936 and 10,600 
acres or 59 per cent over the five-year average of 18,040 
acres. Conditions as of June 1 indicate that yields per acre 
will average 109 bushels, a little better than last year’s yield 
of 108 bushels. Production is forecast at 3,123,000 bushels 
compared with 2,766,000 bushels produced in 1936—an in- 
crease of 13 per cent. 


Tomatoes: Production of market tomatoes in the second 
early group of States (Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, South 
Carolina, Texas-other) is now forecast at 3,386,000 bushels. 
This is 12 per cent below the estimate made on May 24, and 
2 per cent below the 1936 production of 3,436,000 bushels. 
Heavy shipments have begun in Mississippi and movement 
will probably reach its peak the middle of June. The ship- 

ing season is expected to be shorter than usual. Movement 

as begun from south Georgia and is expected to increase 
rapidly. Some tomatoes have been shipped from the south- 
ern parishes of Louisiana but movement is not expected to 
become heavy until the middle of June. A few cars have 
been shipped from Charleston and Beaufort Counties in 
South Carolina and movement is expected to increase sharply 
by the middle of June. 
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Cold Storage Stocks 
The following table shows the holdings of certain fruits 
and vegetables in cold storage as reported by the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics: 
1, Mayl, June l, 
937 1937 1937 


1,000 lbs. 1,000 lbs. 1,000 lbs. 
Frozen and preserved fruits: 


16,217 
1,776 


3,402 
27,362 


1,933 
769 
1,775 
533 
327 
925 


Japanese Exports of Canned Tuna in March 


During the first quarter of 1937, the United States received 
72.5 per cent of Japan’s total exports of canned tuna, ac- 
cording to the Japan Tinned Tuna Manufacturers Associa- 
tion. The total exports for the first quarter showed a gain 
of 116,026 cases, or 104.6 per cent, over the same period of 
1936, due largely to the fact that climatic conditions made 
the 1936 season a poor one. The total exports for the first 
three months of 1937 amounted to 226,983 cases. March 
exports amounted to 75,896 cases, an increase of 35,217 cases, 
or 86.6 per cent, over the same month last year. 


Japanese-Mexican Fishery to Be Established 


According to a statement issued May 13th and reported 
by the American commercial attache at Tokyo, the Japan 
Marine Products Company intends to form a joint corpora- 
tion with certain Mexican industrialists for the purpose of 
shrimp and lobster fishing off the Mexican coast. Two repre- 
sentatives of the Mexican fishery interests are expected to 
arrive shortly to open negotiations. 

This project is said to be the result of two years’ experi- 
mental fishing carried on by two vessels of the Japanese 
company in Mexican waters. These two vessels are still 
operating, but will return soon, Early in July the company 
expects to send over a large trawler. The venture was car- 
ric | out with the full consent of the Mexican government and 
incustrialists, the report stated, 


The Neapolitan Canning Industry 


ince the beginning of May the canneries in the Naples 
region of Italy have been canning peas, according to the 
American consul at Naples. The pea production this sea- 
son will be about the same as last year, according to all re- 
ports, with a fair foreign and domestic demand in prospect. 


The peas are of good quality and the prices do not differ 
materially from those of a year ago. 

An unusually large output of canned tomato products this 
year is in prospect because of the heavy demand from Eng- 
land, the United States, and the North European countries. 
Plenty of foreign orders seem to be in the offing but prices 
have not yet been established because canners are waiting 
until they can find out what the price of the new tomatoes 
will be. Old stocks of canned peeled tomatoes and tomato 
sauce are practically exhausted, but there is still a small 
carryover of double concentrate. 


Order Issued Against Preserve Manufacturer 


Under an order issued by the Federal Trade Commission, 
National Kream Co., Inc., and National Foods, Inc., 360 Fur- 
man St., Brooklyn, are directed to discontinue certain unfair 
methods of competition in the sale of preserves and jams or 
imitations thereof, Findings are that the respondents sold 
certain preserves and jams prepared under formulas at vari- 
ance with the commercially recognized ratio of actual fruit 
content in relation to sugar. 


The order requires that the respondents cease represent- 
ing that a mixture of fruit and sugar is pure preserve, or 
preserve, or pure jam, or jam, unless it is properly prepared 
from the entire edible portion of fresh, cold-packed, or 
canned fruit, or a mixture of two or all of these, and cooked 
or concentrated to a suitable consistency with sugar, and 
in the preparation of which jam or preserve there is used 
not less than 45 pounds of actual fruit to each 55 pounds 
of sugar. 

The respondents are also ordered to stop selling a product 
made in simulation of a jam or preserve, but containing less 
than 45 pounds of fruit to each 55 pounds of sugar used in 
the manufacture thereof, until there are conspicuously affixed 
to the container in which the product is sold, words clearly 
indicating that the fruit product is imitation jam or imitation 
preserve. 


UNIFORM PRICING BANNED 


Trade Commission Issues Order Butter 
Tub Makers and Their tion 


Six Middle Western manufacturers selling more than 90 
per cent of the total volume of new butter tubs produced in 
the United States, and their trade association, the Butter Tub 
Manufacturers’ Council, Cleveland, have been ordered by the 
Federal Trade Commission to discontinue certain concerted 
efforts to maintain uniform prices, terms or discounts, result- 
ing in restraint of trade in violation of Section 5 of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission Act. 

The respondent manufacturers are directed to cease and 
desist from entering into combinations, conspiracies or agree- 
ments, express or implied, with each other and by and through 
their trade association, to restrict, restrain and suppress com- 
petition in the interstate sale of butter tubs by any one or 
more of six specific methods detailed as follows: Jointly or 
cooperatively (1) fixing, adopting and quoting uniform 
prices, terms and discounts at which butter tubs are to be 
sold to creameries and other customers; (2) enforcing and 
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maintaining such fixed prices, terms and discounts by ex- 
changing information through the trade association; (3) 
exchanging with each other, directly or through the medium 
of the trade association or any other medium, information as 
to future prices in advance of the actual adoption, quotation, 
or effective date of such prices; (4) adopting special price 
lists of preferred customers to whom extra discounts on butter 
tubs are to be allowed; (5) discriminating against Land 
O'Lakes Creameries, Inc., Minneapolis, a large Minnesota 
cooperative association, or any other purchaser of butter tubs 
in interstate commerce, and (6) exchanging with each other, 
directly, or through the trade association or any other me- 
dium, future sales price information, including lists of pre- 
ferred customers, jobbers or brokers, and reports as to sales 
of butter tubs together with prices, discounts and terms at 
which they are sold. 


Butter Tub Manufacturers’ Council and its officers, agents 
and employees, are ordered to cease and desist from cooperat- 
ing with the six manufacturers in enforcing and maintaining 
the agreements by acting as a clearing house for exchange of 
information submitted by the manufacturers, including re- 
ports as to prices, discounts and terms at which butter tubs 
are sold. 


Rural Retail Sales in May 


Daily average sales of general merchandise in small towns 
and rural areas for May were about 11 per cent higher in 
dollar volume than for May, 1936, and were almost 36 per 
cent above those for the same month of 1935, according to 
preliminary estimates of the Bureau of Foreign and Domes- 


tic Commerce, based on rural chain store and mail-order | 


sales. Sales for the first five months of the year were about 
12% per cent above the same period of 1936. 


Grocery Chain Store Sales for May 


Daily average sales of grocery chain stores for May showed 
an increase in dollar volume of about 7 per cent as compared 
with May, 1936, according to preliminary estimates of the 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of 
Commerce. As compared with April of this year, there was 
a decrease of about the usual seasonal amount. Daily aver- 
age sales for the first five months of the year were 44% per 
cent above those for the same period of 1936. 


Tomato Pinworm Is Warm Weather Pest 


The tomato pinworm, already a serious field pest where 
winters are mild, is not likely to become destructive in north- 
ern tomato fields, says the U. S. Department of Agriculture in 
a new circular, “The Tomato Pinworm.” It does not live 


through cold winters-—but some survived the mild winter of 
1936-37 in eastern Pennsylvania, and large numbers lived 
through California's record cold in 1937. It may, however, 
cause serious losses of northern greenhouse tomatoes. When 
the pinworm has been destructive in northern fields it has 
been in the vicinity of greenhouses where the pest multiplied 
through the winter and escaped to the fields in the spring. 


The pinworm is distinctly a warm weather pest. In summer 
temperatures it may develop from an egg to an egg-laying 
moth in less than four weeks, but in cool weather, develop- 
ment may take more than three months. 

Entomologists studying the tomato pinworm have found no 
insecticide that is effective as a commercial control. In the 
new circular, J. C. Elmore of the Bureau of Entomology and 
Plant Quarantine suggests control methods for fields and in 
greenhouses. Circular 440-C—“The Tomato Pinworm”—may 
be obtained free by writing to the Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 


Carryover of California Canned Fruit 


The following table shows the carryover stocks of Cali- 
fornia canned fruits as of June 1, 1937, compared with the 
carryover stocks as of June 1, 1936, according to a report 
received from the Canners League of California. The figures 
are on a basis of 24 No. 24's. 


Total stocks Unsold stocks 
1936 1937 1936 1937 
Cases Cases Cases Cases 
844,012 227,888 740,596 159,794 
20'628 6.428 16. 
ers 281,464 352,562 236,019 237,757 
Free peaches......... 112,591 69,039 92,228 48,917 


New Publications Mailed to Members 


Two new publications have been mailed recently to mem- 
bers of the Association. One of these is entitled “Clingstone 
Peaches”. It is fourth in a series of publications dealing 
with canner-grower relations. The other is a copy of the 
By-Laws of the Association, as approved by the Board of 
Directors at its meeting on May 20th. Additional copies of 
these publications may be obtained upon request. 


CONTENTS 

PAGE 
Views on labor bill presented to committee. ..... 
Canning crop prospects... 5280 
Temperature and rainfall 5281 
Acreage of pimientos for manufacture..................... §282 
5282 
President of Tri-State Packers dies.....................5. 5283 
Fruit and vegetable market competition............. 
5283 
Indexes relating to sale of canned foods.................... 5284 


Japanese exports of canned tunain March................. 5285 
Japanese-Mexican fishery to be established ................ 5285 
The Neapolitan canning industry.......................65 5285 
Order issued against preserve manufacturer................ 5285 
5285 
Grocery chain store sales in May....................00055 5286 
Tomato pinworm is warm weather pest..................... 5286 


Carryover of California canned fruit..................... 5286 
New publications mailed to members..................... 5286 


5286 
F 
N 
H 
A 
Ju 
Se 
ex 
be 
ne 
He 
wi 
ou 
on 
an 
the 
as 
cor 
uct 
me 
an 
me 
con 
Th 
whi 
sup 
the 
ind 
inc! 
the 
gra 
the 
by | 
Dey 
onl) 
mer 
the 
hav: 
Hoy 
for 
1 
Vote 
to 
Plac 
Tra: 


